CHAPTUR XXVJI
BLILOW AND MONTS
BUT instead of the world peace so much desired by
the pacifists whose camp 1 had joined long before,
came the World War, the work of the so-called
statesmen,  And to the perceptive it: was no surprise.
During the winter of 1914-1915 there had been a great
deal of discussion concerning Italy's attitude. Many thought
that her powerful armaments were mere bluff. Could Italy,
always more successful on the diplomatic chess-board than
on the battlefield, have failed to learn from past experience
that she would be more likely to win with the weapons of
Macchiavelli than with camions and rifles ? There seemed no
place for the heroism of a Garibaldi, for the feel shirts and the
thousand of Marsala'' in this war, in which the technical
side, chemistry, trench construction, submarines, aircraft,
gases, explosives and countless products of the laboratories
promised," to play a more decisive part than romance, heroism
and war-rhetoric,   Conscious as they were of their own
material inferiority in respect of Germany, the Italians
reckoned on the combined strength which alliance with the
western powers would afford mem.   But It would have
needed a greater nalmU than Germany could permit herself,
to understand the Italian volte-fact.     And so the word
u treachery " came to the lips of many,
True, Germany had committed the serious mistake of
pursuing a policy which led to a break with England, who
for two generations had been the friend of Italy*
There now seemed hardly any middle course between
alliance and war, Count Nigra had told Billow and had
repeatedly told me: " Italy and Austria-Hungary must be
allies if they are not to be enemies."
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